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As Chude Moftit reades his latest
furniture collectinn, Armnnr Amor we
visit the artist at his Mount Baldy studin,
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“It helps keep me grounded,” says artist

Chuck Mofht of the landscape that envelops
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from Wisconsin, and afrer college ar the

University of MNevada, Moffit moved to
Southern California to attend Claremont
Graduate University, where he obtained his
MEA 11 \.-.'::|;'-I||:L' im 200, “I knew [ wanted

ro end up in a mountain town within shot of

an inrernational airport, bur I just stumbled
into this place.” The mountaintop house came

on the marker and he knew the owners, and ic's
been home ever since. “1 teel really lucky,” he
adds. *I need a certain amount of solitude and
nature, but also everything L.A. has to offer.”

".".||.1.'I||:||1|_'. 1 need s here,” he continues,
ossing 2 ball o his dog, Elko, a McNab—a
little-known California breed thar originared
in Mendocino. About hve years ago, Motht
added the 1.800-square-foot studio to the
]1r|||1|'ll:.', “'I.'III I'I J:I-c' '.||:|n"\-. '“-'I'II J:II‘- IIII'I!:"IIIIII'
partner, Margie Keith, a schoolieacher.
Built with the help of triends including the
late Claremont architect Rutus Turner, the
concrete, steel and glass structure is just a
stone's theow from the house. = The '-|‘|-:'-E'- gets
noisy, bur | couldn't deal wirh the inrensity
of the city all the time,” he admirts. Ser amid

evergreens and yuccas, the site is also home to
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bears, bobears and ravtlesnakes, and Mo e
is particularly proud of the bar house he's
just buile.

The natural world, understandably,
often surfaces in Moffit's designs—a faux
bois table im cast bronze, a tére-a-rére with
flowerlike velver seats—bur more recently,
inspiration has come from an altogether
different source. “The initial seed came
from a show at LACMA,” Moffit explains
af his latest collection, Armor Amaoar {The
exhibition, Semurai: fapanese Armer from
the Ann and Gabriel Barbier-Mueller
Collection, was on view during the winter
of 2014-15 and explored some 700 years of
master |'|.|||_1.' L'r:l.r-ll.'-:i hartle FI.':Ir.:I “1 wanted o
produce something ar thar level: rirualistic,
protective and with complicared aestheric
decisions,” he says, noting the collection’s
use of beather, stone, stained glass and cast
bronze. *1 stary with ||.r||l;|!|. skerches and
then jump into marerials, bur sometimes
things shitr along the way. I think | know
where I'm going and then it falls apart,” he
states humbly—these are one-off, luxury
pieces that requeire time and L'1|.||I1:|:|:|.!i|||1 (T4}
creare. “Bur there's always new ground in
what 1 do,” he reasons. “Because designs
can go into places I don't expect, I have

Right: Moffit working in his studio with
rrewdy CaAT pigces for b Bghting sculpture
Bielorw: The Kiuars stool in abuminum
alongsice thie pink foam prototype

to hgure them out—that can be tense and

maybe nothing creative happens for a few
11:|!.'\. baar [ can :Il'r'-.'l_l.'h see the Anish line.”

This time, rthe Anish line s an Ocrober
show at JF Chen (jfchen.com) in Hollywood.
“Chuck is at once a sculptor and furniture
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tabricator,” says the gallery’s tounder, Joel
Chen, who has represented the artist for
the last pwa Vedrs, “His work is |1r:||.||!i|!-|.|.]|._l.'
urilitarian and balanced.” Its a rangible
expression of the mountaintop spirit where
it was created. m
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